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DEALING WITH PROBLEM WILDLIFE

Wildlife is an important part of Ontario’s natural and cultural heritage.  Wildlife is often a welcome addition to a landowner’s property, but there are circumstances under which some wildlife can become a problem or a safety risk.

Landowners are responsible for managing problem animals on their properties.  It is always preferable as a first option for dealing with problem animals to remove the food or shelter that is attracting them to your property.
The Ministry of Natural Resources is helping landowners deal with unwanted wildlife by providing:

· Fact sheets on typical animal biology and behaviour
· Information on recommended best practices and animal control services
· Appropriate agency referrals
· Information necessary to obtain permits where required.   

What is a problem animal?

Wildlife becomes a problem when an animal damages, or is about to damage, your property.  Just having wildlife on your property does not make it a problem. 

The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act sets out the legal actions property owners may take to deal with problem wildlife, when they may take those actions, and the species of animals for which they may take those actions.

In general, landowners or their agents may capture, kill, or harass problem wildlife to prevent damage to their property, with the following exceptions:
· White-tailed deer, moose, caribou, elk or endangered species cannot be captured, killed or harassed in protection of property.

· A Deer Removal Authorization can be issued by the ministry for instances when white-tailed deer are causing significant agricultural damage or creating public safety issues at airports. 

· Unnecessary suffering must not be caused to any wildlife.
· Only persons specifically authorized by the ministry can live-trap a black bear.

· Black bears, and wolves and coyotes in Wildlife Management Units 1-42, 46-50 and 53-58 that are killed in protection of property must immediately be reported to the local ministry office.

The ministry does not condone the killing of wildlife where other options are available.  The preferred option is always to remove whatever is attracting the animal in the first place to your property.  Failure to remove food, shelter or other feature that is attracting the animal to your property will only continue to attract new animals.  It is important to ensure that dependent offspring are not left behind to die inhumanely when dispatching or relocating adults.  In those cases, you should delay taking action until the young are old enough to leave with the adults.  

Property owners are advised to check with their local municipality regarding discharge of firearms by-laws.  Only licensed trappers may possess and use body-gripping traps.
Releasing captured animals

If you capture a problem animal alive, within 24 hours you must:

· Release it in close proximity to where it was caught (up to a maximum of one kilometre) as directed by the ministry

· Turn it over to a veterinarian or an authorized wildlife custodian if it is sick, injured or immature, or

· Humanely euthanize it.  
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In a raccoon rabies "high-risk” area, rabies carrier species, such as raccoons, skunks, foxes and bats, must be released immediately at point of capture or humanely euthanized as soon as possible and within 24 hours.  Check with your local ministry office to see if you are within an area that has been designated as high risk for rabies.
Using an agent

You may hire or ask someone to deal with problem animals on your property.  The person you hire or ask is your agent and must have authorization from the ministry.  The following are pre-authorized by the regulations to act as agents:

· A licensed trapper
· An employee or agent of the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals appointed under the OSPCA Act  

· A member of your immediate family
· A person whose main business is removing problem animals (animal control agents listed in the yellow pages)
· Employees or agents of a municipality whose responsibilities relate to wildlife control.
Other persons may act as agents, but will require individual authorizations before acting in protection of property situations.  Contact your local ministry district office regarding this authorization.
Specific sections in the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act and Regulations guide farmers who may have to deal with situations of crop depredation by deer.
Farmers with problem deer

If you are a farmer, you may kill problem white-tailed deer on your property if you have a Deer Removal Authorization from the ministry.  To get a permit you must:
· Be a farmer as defined by the Ministry of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs
· Have an evaluation to determine significant crop damage from deer
· Have allowed licensed deer hunters on your property during the open deer season
· Have tried other ways of controlling the deer
· Have pre-arranged with the Ministry of Natural Resources to dispose of the deer carcass to an individual aware of the fact that the deer carcass has not been inspected under the Meat Inspection Act.  Many facilities will not accept uninspected meat. 

You may use an agent to shoot problem deer for you.  The agent must:
· Be an experienced deer hunter

· Have held a valid hunting licence within three years and carry that licence when hunting

· Have no hunting convictions

· Not charge for the service

NOTE: Deer Removal Authorizations are also available to airports where deer pose public safety risks.
For more information about dealing with problem animals under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, please contact your local ministry office.
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Contact :

Scott Smithers
Kemptville District
613-258-8214
Disponible en français
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