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COYOTES IN THE COMMUNITY

OTTAWA — Coyotes, like other wild animals, sometimes come into conflict with human activities.  Changes in land use, agricultural practices, weather, and natural food shortages may contribute to increased coyote sightings in rural and near-urban settings.  In years when natural food sources are scarce (i.e., mice, voles, rabbit, etc.) coyotes will travel more in search for food.  Coyotes are often in search of prey when they are observed in rural and near urban settings.
To reduce the potential for coyote encounters, the Ministry of Natural Resources has these tips for the public.

Secure garbage and pet food

· Properly stored and maintained garbage containers will help prevent coyotes (as well as raccoons, skunks, bears, cats and dogs) from becoming a problem. 

· Proper waste management also discourages the presence of small rodents, which are an important food source for coyotes.

· Keeping pet food indoors will prevent coyotes and other animals from being attracted to your property.

Keep all pets on leashes or confined to a yard

· Allowing pets to roam at large increases their risk of injury by other domestic animals, automobiles and wild animals such as coyotes.
Do not approach or feed coyotes

· Coyotes are wild animals, but can become less fearful of humans if they associate us and our surroundings with food sources.

· Teach children not to approach or harass any wild animals or unfamiliar domestic pets.  
Keep coyotes away

· Generally, coyotes do not pose a threat to human safety.  However, whistles and personal alarm devices can be used to frighten an approaching or threatening animal. 
Use motion-sensitive lights in yards or gardens

· Well-lit yards or the use of motion-sensitive lighting may make your property less attractive to coyotes and other nocturnal wildlife.  In some circumstances, electric fencing could also help deter wildlife.
Prevent Predation on Livestock
· Barns or sheds can provide effective protection from coyote predation for livestock that bed inside or nearby at night.  Dead livestock should not be left near pastures or in accessible composts, as it encourages predation behaviour by coyotes.
· Guard animals, such as donkeys, llamas and guard dogs can be a cost-effective solution toward the protection of livestock from coyotes.  Guard animals will develop a bond with livestock if they are slowly integrated with other livestock and will aggressively repel predators.  
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For more information on preventing livestock predation, please visit the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) website at www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/sheep/predator.html.  

To learn more about coyotes, including how to deal with coyote problems, call your local Ministry of Natural Resources district office. If the coyote poses an immediate threat or danger to public safety, call 911.

-30-

Contact:

Scott Smithers
Kemptville District
613-258-8214
Disponible en français
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